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_EX PL AIN E D: 
- 2 "AND THE _ : 
Wes of Engliſh- Men | 
AS SER RTED. - 
Grand Jury- Ir! I am Summon'd to be one of 
man. ) the Grand Ingue#t, and I would will- 


ingly beg Gras Information from you touching 
the nature of that Service by Law. 


| Baniſter, I ſhall n—_ gratific ſo Juſt a Re- 
: quelt, 


_ comeEtot 


"753 


queſt, being glad to hear you ſolicicous to wdey- 
ftand fully your duty: For that ſhews your Reſolu- 
tion to __ ic Conſcientiouſly. Therefore to 
e matter. | 

By the Law of England no perſon (except in a 
few extraordinary Caſes needlets to «trouble you 
with)can be Convifed of any Crime, bur there muſt 
firſt two Juries paſs upon him: 


1. The Grand Jury, who Prefents the offence on 
the behalf of the King. _ _ 

2. The Petty Jury [ in Cafes Capital, call'd the 
Jury of Life and Death | who are to try the matter of 
ſuch Preſentment berween the King and the Party 
accuſed, 


The firſt of theſe is properly call'd, The Grand 
; or Great | Jwy ina chreefold reſpet, + 

1, For their Number, other Turies confilt but of 
12 men; This of more, as 17, 19, 23, or the 
| like, C 

2, For their Quality, becaule they generally are 
and ought to be Perions of more than ordinary Ac- 
' count, Eſtates, Underſtanding, &c. _ 
?; For the Extent of the y Office or Duty, being 


Jurors 


Ez - 
Jurors for the King for the whole Body of that 
County for which they ſerve ; And have power 
to Preſent all offences whatſoever committed 
therein, That are againſt the Kings Peace, Crown 
and Dignity, 


| Gr. Jury-man. Well then, The Grand Jury is 
the Great Spring, or Primum Mobile of the Cour: , 
that gives motion to all the other Wheels in Pro- 
ſecurions Criminal, Their Preſencmenc being the 
_ Keythar either opens or thurs che proceedings of 
. the Court in every Offence. | 


Barr.. You take it right, and therefore the Law 


| provides, That they be probi & legales Homines, 
good andlawful Men. 


: probatus) 


1. Each of them muſt be probus (quaſi 
an approved bonet Man, faithful and skiltul. 


2. He muſt be Legalis too, a lawful Perſon, that 


15 not outlaw'd, of good Fame and Credit, No Ali- 
en, bur a Leige-Subject of England ; For the Free 
People of England by Law can only be Preſented 
and Tryed per Pares by their Equals and fellow- 
Subjects. T8 Y 4 
B 2 Gr. Jury- 


4] 
Gr. Jury-man, I perceive then the Law Repoſes 
4 great Truſt ina Grand-Jury for the * Rd of 
Offences, and that in their hands the Reputation 
and Peace of their Neighbours and fellow-ſubjects 
does much Coafiſt. Therefore to underſtand their 


Duty the better, I deſire you to recite unto: me the 


Oath- that is ul! ually Adminiſtred unto them. 


Barr. Very,opportunely chought on, I was Juſt 
coming,to it ; Here it is, read it your ſelf delibe- 


rately. 


The Oath of a Grand Juror. 


Y? U. ſhall diligently Inquire, and true Pr eſentment z 


make of all ſuch things and matters as ſhall be given 
you in Charge,or _ come to your Rnowledee concerning 
this preſent Service» The Kings Counſel, » your Fellows, 


and your own, you ſhall well and truly keep ſecret. You 


ſhall Preſent nothing for Malice, or Evil Will. that you 


bear ta any Perſon ; Neither ſhall you learve any thing 
Unpreſented for Love, Favour, Aﬀeftion, Reward, or 
any hopes thereof, But in all things that ſhall Concern 
this preſent ſervice, you ſhall Preſent the Truth, the 
whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth, according to your 
bet skill and knowledge ; So help you God. 
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Gr, "OW man. Bur 1 would gladly hear the parti- | 


culars of this Oach a lictle explained. 


Barr. Obſerve ORE, its ſeveral Branches. 


" You ſhall Slizently Tnquire and true Preſentment 
WW ; Hereby they are oblig'd to Enquire, and 
that diligently, not'to be ſlothful, or negligent, 


- not totake things upon Truſt, or burry them over 


carelelsly ; but ro-proceed on a mature and ſtrict ' 
Examination , and then to make rue Preſent- 


| mend. 


2. Of all ach things and matters as ſhall be given 0 | 
in Charge, or ſhall come to your knowledge. Here is laid 
down the Subject-marter of their Inquiry. By . 
Matters and Things, muſt be underſtood, All offen- 
ces againſt the I aw by them Inquirable of, As 


S Treaſons, Murders, Felonies, Perjuries, Forgeries, 


Miſdemeanours, CIC. - Which are commonly \umm'd 


up to them in the Speech-[ or Charge | of the Judge. 


All and every ſuch: offences which either they 


know of their own knowledge, or which ſhall appear 


tothem by the Teftimonies of others, 6 are to 


| Preſent. 


. The Kings Counſel, your Fellows, and your 0wn,you + - 
[hall well and ks keep jerne By che Kings Coun- 
ſel. ; 


[5 ] 
ſel (I conceive) is to be underſtood, the Evidence of 
Witneſſes that ſhall be produced to them on the 
Kings behalf; This muſt not be Revealed or Dif. 
covered by the Grand Jurors, but kept ſecret from 
the Perſon concern'd, his Friends and all others, 
the Reaſon whereof ſeems to be this ; Their Pre- 
ſentment is but of the Nature of an Accuſation, of 
Charge. : Now if they, having heard and Exz- 
mined the Witneſſes ſhould divulge the Parricu- 
lars, and wherein the Force of the Evidence lies; 


Then might the Party proſecuted (perhaps a Trai- 


tor, Muderer or Felon) take an opportunity to Fhy 


from Juſtice; ( For many tunes the Criminal is 
not apprehended, or is out upon Bail till afcer the 
Bill found by the Grand Tnquelt,) or ar leaſt there 
might thereupon be ſome Tampering or Indire& 
Practiſes uſed to take off, or Sweeten the Evidence 


whea it comes to be Tryed by the Petty Jury. 


Nor are they to diſcover what any one or more 
amongſt themſelves have together Counſell'd, ad- 
viſed, or debated in the Buſineſs before them, Be- 
canſe the ſame might diſcourage particular Members 
of ſuch Juries from giving freely their Opinions in 
diſcharge of their Confciences, and render them 

liable to Malice, Reflections, &c. And _— | 
| = 1 


Lb 
if a Jury be agreed, and the Court perhaps not - 
pleated with their Verdict, ſhould take upon them 
ro ask, Which of the Jury-men were firſt or moſt earneſt 
for findg it thus or thus ? I conceive the ſame and 
all other Inquiries of thar kind ro be utterly un- 
lawful ; Thar the Jurors are not bonnd by Law 
ro anſwer thereunto, but oblig'd by their Oath ro 
the contrary, 2] 

4. Jou ſhall Preſent nothing for malice &c. Having, + 
ſet forth what they are to doe, the Oath next pre- 

Y ſcribes with what Integrity and Impartiality they 

J are todo it, excluding all Malice and Revenge on 
the one hand,-and all Favour and Aﬀettion on the 
other. I | 

5. But m all things you fhall Preſent the Truth, the 
I whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth. The Truth ; 
thatis, Truth ſufficient ro make a juſt Accuſation 
againſt a nocent Perſon. The whole Truth ; not 
concealing wilfully any Crime that appears ro 
them, And nothing but the Truth; That is, no known 
falfity,no falſe Accuſation againſt any Perſon mult 
de Preſented, to bring an Innocent Perſon into 
diſgrace and Jeopardy, ſo as to force him to take 

a Tryal where it does not appear, "Thar be hath 
ommitted any Crime, or where there is not any 

Wuthciett Accuſation, or where the Fact roars 

" EY 1 


3 >, 
af in it ſelf Criminal) is yet not ſo fixt upon him 
by any probable Evidence, as deſervedly to expoſe 
him to a Tryal for it, _ | 


Grand-Jury-man. Burt ſince the Grand-Jurors are 

thus ſworn to preſent Truth, and nothing bur the 
Truth; And yet Experience ſhows, That very 
frequently the Party proſecuted is really not Guily, 
and ſo found by the Petty Jury, though the former 
have preſented the Indictment againſt him to be 
 BillaVYera, a True Bill, I demand, how thele Oaths 
| of the Two can conſift together, and with a ſakW 
Conſcience ? | | 


Barriſter. Though there may ſeem (prima faci 
on firſt thoughts) ſome Contradi&ion between the 
two Verdicts, yet really there is none ; Burt both 
may be true in their ſeveral proper Reſpefs, and 
ſafely, that is, honeſtly given, I may ( for cer 
rain weighty Reaſons and Proofs that I have'con- 
fidered) werily believe, That A,B. is Guilty of ſuc 
a Murder or Robbery, and therefore for the Exc: 
cution of Juſtice (that Glory and Safety of a King 
dom) I may ſwear that I believe ſo, and judge! 
my Duty to Preſent him, That he may be Legall) 
Tryed for ſuch Crime ; And yet It may be poſſible 

| that 


WA 
that he is all this while Þmocent, And perhaps when 
I come to hear his Defence, I may think ſotoo; Yer 

have Inot herein done him, or my own Conlci- 
Ence any Wrong. 

The Grand Jurors work, Irold you, 15 no more 
in its own Nature, han to Preſent Offences which 
| they find fit for a Tryal. They hear only one fide, 
viz. The witneſles again$t the Priſoner, and do nor, 
nay cannot, hear any thing in- his Defence; Nor 
co Confront or weaken the Evidence broughr a- 
gainſt him, and ſo cannot be intended to pive in 
more than a everiſimilary or probable Charge ; which 
by what they have heard, they do aver upon 
their Oaths, does ſeem to them to be Tut and true, 
and fit for Juice ro take Cognizance of, And 
therefore by their Oath you ſee, they are oblig'd 
'to make true Preſentments concerning this preſent 
ſervice | that is, according as the nature of their 
preſent Service inthe Capacity of a Grand Jury re- 
quires] and allo their Oath in the End is qualified, 
{_ According their beft- skill and knowledge | which 
denotes nor an abſolute Certainty, but 1o as things 
appear, 

And for the ſame Reaſon it iS, That i in the Re- 
cord, The Grand |Juries finding a Bill is Entred 


Furatores| pro dommo Rego þr pos The Turor s for onr 
Lord 


2 b- I o ] | 

| Lord theKing dd PRESENT; | that is, Inform, Charge 
or by way of Accuſation on Juſt and Reaſonable 
Grounds urge and pu: to Anſwer | But the Verdict 
of the Petty Jury is Recorded thus, Juratores dicunt, | 
The Jurors poſitively SAY or Affirm. And when Þ| 

afterwards on Tryal any man.is Acquitted or Con- | 
victed, The Record runs thus, 'The Jurors ſay, 
Thar A. B. is Guilty Cor not Guilty] of the Felo- 
ny aforeſaid inthe Indictment aforeſaid ſpecified, 
which Ei ſuperius imponitur, is above laid or Charg'd 
upon him in manner and form as by the Indic&t- 
ment aforeſaid, ſuperius verſus eum ſupponitur, Is 4- 
bove againit him ſuppoſed. So that you ſee here, 
che Law it ſelf Conftrues the Bill found by the 
Grand Jury to beonly a laying on, or probable 
Charging of a Crime, and ſpeaks of it bur as a ſup- 
polition ; fo that by Billa vera, can only be un- | 
deritood a Bill that appears.to have Truth in.ir, | 
neceſſary to be tryed, and fir for the Enquiry: of a- | 
nother Jury; "The Adje&tive, Vera, in this place 
nor ſo ſtrictly ſignifying True,as meet, fit, or reaſona- | 
ble; And-lo ris uſed ſometimes by Authors, as | 


verum eſt in Terence, which Grammarians render, it 


& fit, or 196 ſpeak Reaſon. 
And therefore on the other ſide, they never en- 


dorſe. upon thoſe. Bills they do. not find: [:Bills 
| Falſa 


Biz 
Falſa,thar is,a falſe Bill,] but modeſtly write, T:16- 
ramus, Which ſignifies, They are Ignorant of the 

. matter in the'Bill, and that they find n9 Cauſe either 
from what they have heard from the Wirneſles, or 
know of their own knowledge to Commend ir to 
a further Inquiry, or to put the party on any Try- 
al. : . 


Grand Jury-man. If this be all, it ſeems Grand Ju- 
rors need not much ſcruple the finding of molt 
Bills brought before them. 


Barriſter. Not” too faſt, you have heard by their 
Oath they are diligently to Inquire; And thefe words, 
Truth and nothing but the Truth, have great weight 
and Obligation. They muſt therefore have ſome 
knowledge or good probable proof on Oath, on 
which they verily believe the matter deſerving Try- - 
al, and the Party Guilty, or elſe they cannot in Con- 
{cience Endorſe a Billa vera. For if they ſhould 
do it without ſuch juſt and lawful Inducements, 
_ they apparently violate their Oath,and withall are 
highly Guilty of Injuftice rowards their Neigh- 
bour in preferring a cauſeleſs Accuſation againſt him, 
whereby his Credic is impaired, his Life Liberty 
or Eſtate expoſed unneceflarily to the hazard, trou- 

= -: C 2 . - 
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| ble, and charge of a Tryal, exc. Wherein if by any.- 
Ill praRtice with, or the Ignorance of the Perry Ju-c 
ry, he ſhould be Convied (when Innocent) though 
ſuch Petty Jury would be moſt Immediately con- 
cern'd,yet the Grand Jurors tqo.cannot be Excuſed 
from a ſad ſhare in the Guilr of the Blood, or Ruine 
of.fuch an Innocent Perſon and his Family ; For, 
Oui non prohibet cum pote$t, jubet, He that doth not hinder 
Tnjuſtice when it lies in bis Pawer, Commits it ; Andit. 
was by reaſon of their inconſiderate 6 4eri 
Preſentment, and finding Billa vera where they 
had no Juſt Cauſe ſo to do, that occaſion'd the 
miſchief ; Fox without That, it could. never have 
happen'd. os 


Grand-Jury-man. You have very well ſatisfied 
me in theſe Particulars; Bur ſuppoſe a Bill ſhould 
be brought before the Grand-Jury, wherein,a man, 
is accuſed for doing fome A& that 15 in it: ſelf no 
Crime ; Only in the Inditment it is called Trea- 
ſon, Sedition, or Miſdemeauor, and ſaid ro be dane 
falſly and malxiouſly, with an. Intent to raiſe Segirion, . 
bring the Government into; Contempt, 4c. Now 
ifit happen. that the particular and Naked Fatt 
be proved, But that the ſame is Treaſon, Sedition or 
Muldemeanouy is not deglared, by any Law, nor 

1 ny yet 


E 23]. b 
yet does it appear by any proof that it was done 
with any ſuch ill mind, or criminal Intention, what 


muſt the Grand Jury do in this Caſe ? 


©  Barrifter, If the matter charg'd be (as you put 
ic) no Crime. in it felf by Law, then though ir be 
{ never ſo much branded with ſuch aggravating 
terms, yet ſince the ſame doin no kind appear to 
the Jury to be deſerved, they: muſt undoubredly 
retorn an Ignoramus.; For you have' heard, Thac 
their work and the main Scope of their Oath, is to 
| Preſent ſuch matters as appear to them fit for Juſtice 
Y to take Cognizance of ; , But where they are ſatisfied, 
that there is no ſuch Crime, if they ſhould Endorſe 
a Billa vera, and ſo put a perſon, whom in their 
Conſciences they think Innocent, (becauſe nothing 
| appears to them to the contrary ,) to the Rl 
charge and trouble of a Tryal, It were a plain vio- 
© lation of their Oath, and unjuſt as aforeſaid, 


= CGrand-Jury-man. But this were for them to take 
© 1 have heard'people ſay, Juriesare only to Judge 


. 


8 of matter of Fath. - 


OF 


Barriſter. Jurors axe to conſider both Law and Fat, 


EE | 
or elſe they will never deliver juſt and lawful Yer. | 
dis. - To what purpoſe does the Law provide, 

thar-Jurors ſhould be ſo well qualified as to Eſtate, Þ 
'Underftanding, and Sufficiency ; And ſo ſtrictly | 
fworn, but only co detect Offenders, and preſerye |þ 
the Innocent from needleſs vexation and trouble» | 


How far Juries are Judges of Law as well as of 


FaR, is pretry well ſer forth in a ſmall Treatiſe Þ 

lately publiſher, Inticuled, The Engliſhnans Right, 
To which (as well worth every true Engliſhmans 
Reading ) I refer you for further Information. Þþ 
Only to ſatisfie you ar preſent, I ſhall defire.you Þ 
but to conſider of the ſad Conſequences tha 
would foſlow, this conceit, That Juries muſt ne- 
ceſlarily find every Indictment where the bare mar- 
ter of Fact (be it what it will) is proved, without 
Inquiring into, and weighing the Nature. of that 
Fact, or retorning I2noramus where they find theſ 
lame, Not Criminal. $ 
Suppole a Bill were exhibiced againſt 4. B. for 
Treaſon, for looking on the Tombs at Weſtminſter, or : 

of high Mi/demeanour for taking a Pipe of Tobacco, fa 
ſly wickedly and maliciouſly, with an Intent to Tnfeft thy 

| Air, and deſtroy his MajeSties Leige-Subjefts with peri 

_ Eros Vapors ; And it were very fully proy'd, That 
be indeed lookt upon the Royal Tombs, or did whiff th 
7 Ofpe ; 


- -Ln$] T 
Pipe; but nothing of any ſuch deſign of Poyſoni 
che People thereby, appears in Proof; Now wonl 
you,or any Grand-Jury-man that wears five Senſes 
and a Soul-about him, retorn a Billa vera on theſe 
8 Inditments ? And yer here the matter of Fact is 
{ prov'd, and by thele mens unreaſonable Reaſon- 
ings you ſhould be bound co find ir. | 

J Again, Imagine an [ndi&ment brought againſt 
a Perſon ſetting forth, That he falſly and maliciouſly 
| andwith an Intent to create and foment Rebellion, S:diti- 
; on, Diviſions and Diftrati ons amongſt the People of 
4 England, did cauſe to be printed and Publiſhed in the 

J Engliſh Tongue, a certain Book called, The BIBLE; 
# Andit be proved by an Hundred and Fitty Wir- 
neſles, that he did indeed Print and publiſh che H- 
ly Book, yer would not you rather have your hand 
Rot off, than wich it to Subſcribe Bulla vera here 2 
Bur if this opinion were true, you ſhould be bound 
rodo it, orelſe be Clamour'd and Hector 'd. at, as 
if you were Guilry of the blackeſt Perjury. 

Nor isthis any Extravagant Suppoſal, If (which 
| God forbid) Popery ſhould prevail amongſt us; Fortis - 
? not above 150.years {ince, a poor honeſt Book/-ller 
S was burnt to death at Avienion in France, for no 0- 
ther Crime but felling Bibles in French ; and to de- 
note hisCrime, twoBibles were fixt about his Neck, 


and . 


4 


| | 26 |] —- 

and burat with him, [See Foxes Acts and Mon: 
ments,fol. $61.] And here in England KH. the 8th, 
on the $th of July 1546. Iſſued a Proclamation re. 
quiring all Engliſh New Teſtameats to be brought 
in by ſuch aday to theConſtablesin every Precing, 
and (o to the Sheriff to be Burnt ; And that if after 
ſuch day, any Perſon ſhould be found to have any 
ſuch Teſtament, or any part thereof in his Cuſto- 
dy, he ſhould not only ſuffer Impriſonment and pu 
niſhment of his body at the Kings Will and Plea- 
ſure, but alſo be Fined at the diſcretion of any 4 of 
his Majeſties Council. 


Grand-Jury-man. God defend us from ſuch times, 
Bur I pray let us retorn to our Dilcourle ; I have 
_ obſerv'd, That in Indi&tments, Informations, ec, 
There are certain words uſed which are {eldom 
proved ; As Vier Armis, Contra pacem, falſe ,malitioſe, 
exc. With Force and Arms againſt the Peace, falſly, mas 
 liciouſly, and the like ; Pray therefore Inform me, ls 

it a ſufficient Cauſe not to find a Bill, If the Jury | 
have not Proof of Theſe ? 


__ Barrifter, Here lies the Knot, the pinch of the | 
Buſineſs, which rightly underſtood, would ſilence 
this Controverſie for ever. You muſt note there- | 
fore, 


[171 


fore, that ſometimes theſe words are only of Courſe, 
or matter of Form, rail d by a Juſt and reaſonable 
Implication of Law ; but lomerimes they may be 
thruſt in to raiſe a pretence or colour of Crime, where 
chere is really none. 

The Diſtinion therefore to be obſerv'd, is this; 
Where the Act, or matter of Fac charged, is in it 
ſelf x Crime or offence againſt Law, there the Law 
does neceſlarily-in Pleadings require and Imply 
thoſe words; and If che Jury do find and are ſa- 
tified, 'T hat the ſubſtance of the Charge is ſuch a 
Crime, and the Perion guilty thereof, They are 
| bound to find it, though no direct proof be made of 
thoke Circumitantials. | 

Buc where the Act, or matter of Fact is in it (elf 
Tnxcent or Indiflerent, there the purport of theſe 
words 15 necetlarily to be proved, for elle there is 
3 Crime, and coniequently no ft matter to be pur 
toa Iryal; In which Caſe the Grand Jury is bound 
in Conlcience and Law to retorn an 1ynoramus;and 
a Petty Fury, Not Guilty, EY | 

For though lome Gentlemen of the long Robe 
arc pleas'd to call Thele words only, Pepper and Vi- 
negar, harmlels lawce; yet it meerly for them, a 
Jury {ſhould pronounce a Bulla vera. or 4 Guilty, 
where the main diſh is good and Wholſome, they 

[) would 


ng 
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would become rank poy/on, and deſtroy al the Viral 
Liberties of the Nacrion. 


Gr. Juryman. What then may be the deſion, 


Thar yer ſome Pcople plead a Neceflity of the Tu- 


ries finding all Bilfs, however worded or aggrava- 
ted, where the matter of Faft (as they call It) is 
oroved?- | 


Barriſter. Ido not care whether there-be any ſuch 
People, or any ſuch deſign, Bur this I know, T hat 
the 41th year of K. Henry the 7th there was an 
AFF of Parliament obtain'd on very ſpecious Preten- 
ces, T hat Juſtices of Afſize, and of the Peace ſhould 
| have full Power or- Information for the King,with- 

out any Preſentment of a Grand Jury, or Tryal by a Pet- 
ty Jury, T'o hear and determine at theirDi/cretion,all 
offerices &c: By pretext of which Law ( ſaith the 
Learned Lord Cook, 4 part Inſtitutes,fol. 41.) Emp: 


ſon and Dudley ( Two Judges, or Juſtices, for the | 


latter 1s the Legal Title) je to 'eir followers, did com- 
mit upon the Subjet unſufferable Preſſt ures and Oppreſ- 


frons. And thereby brought infinite Treaſures to the 
Kings Coffers, whereof the King himſelf (Jaith the ſame 


Reverend Author) i the end; repented with great Grief 


and.{ ompunFion ; And the Statute was repealed, 
and 


[19 ] 
>and the ſaid Fa ſe Juftices, notwithſtanding ſuch 
their pretended Authority, (even of an Act of Par- 
liament, yer the ſame being againſt Mans Charta 
and the Fundamental Laws of the Land) were 
both fairly Bebeaded, and no leſs than Seven of their 
little Inſtruments, Promoters, Informers, or what 
you pleaſe to call them, viz (anby, Pave, Smith, 
Derly, Wight, Sympſon and Stockton, were let on the 
Pillory, and afterwards ordered to ride through 
Loudon-Streets with their Faces towards the Ho ſc 
Tail. With the ſame whereof the Rogues within 7 
days after all dyed in Newgate, See Baker's Chro- 

nicle, fol. 254. 

Now if there ſhould be any fck Deſign as you 
talk of, (which I neither know, nor can beleive) 
I: mult be ro do the ſame thmg in Effect by Colour of 
the Common- Law, which theſe Villains Empſon and 
Dudley did by Pretence of a Statute-Law ; ; For what 
real Differ ence is there berween petting an Infor- 
mation or Inditment drawn by order of certain 
Juſtices againſt a Perſon, and Condemning and 
Fining him ar their pleaſure Without any Jury at all, 
(which was the Empſon and Dudley-way. ) And 
cauſing and Indictment or Information ſtuff'd with 
hideous terms on an imnocent indifferent matter of 
Fact, to be Preſented. ro rwo Juries, ſucceſlively ; 
Da —_ bur 


[20] 
but withall telling them, they are bound not to conſi- 
| der whether ſuch maatrer of Fact be indeed any Le- 
gal Crime, And ſo Trepannmg ( for I can call it no 
better, wherher i it be done by Wheadling or Menacing 
and huffing,) the ſaid Juries, to find the Party 


Guilty; When in their own Conlciences they do 


not believe he has committed any ſuch Crime. And 


then ſhall come the ſaid Juſtices, and upon luch 
his Conviction, Sentence him to be Hang'd, or to 
ſtand m the Pillory, or be' Fined lo many "Hundred 
Pounds (much more perhaps than the poor Crea- 
ture is worth ; ſo that it amounts to an Imprilon- 


ment from which only Death can Bail him: ) And. 


all this for that which is no real Breach of any Law 
either of God or his Native Countrey. 


Grand-Jury-man. This. indced were the grolleſt 
Injuſtice, the moſt horrid ſcandal that would be 
calt on the Laws cf F:izland, which have been ever 
Celebrated for the moſt Equal, Juſt, and Merciful 
in the World; and lo _ worle than the Practice 
of Empſon and Dudley , bccaule by this means, JH- 
RIES would be made uſe of as Stales and Pr oper- 
ties of oppreſſion, But it 15 not to be ſuppoſed, T hart 
any Juttices ſhould offer, or tuffer any ſuch Indict- 
' ments or Informations to be oftercd, to any Juries, 


» 
ge Ay pms. =» 


OL 
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or attewpt to peiſwade Juries ro hnd them, where 


the matter chercot is not warranicd by Law. 


Barriſter. | know not what you can [uppole,tcr 
dol complain, Thar any luch thing has beet alien, 


ed, much leſs do i{pcak to dilcoura OC auuy T1 f P, } G- 


ecutions of real Pe hes and Miſdeme anors ; ul | 
muſt tell you, Thar there are very wile men that 


ſuppoſe ſuch things as we have been talking of, may 


poſſibly fall ourt,ar leaſt in another Age ; For we arc 
not Aſſured, Thar in all Generatioas there ſhall 
never be any 1/! men put into Office ; There may 


one day perhaps happen a little pecy iſh Juſtice, or 


a Bluitring Magiſtrare in ſome Village or other , 
that may be no mighty Witch at -Law, and lo 1 i0n0- 
rantly may promote odd Fantaſtick Inditments ; ; Or 
may be a Creature of Ambition, and ſo willing to 
jerve a Turn tor Preferment, and may Endeavour to 
He&or Juries out of cheir Rieh ts and their Hts, or a 
thouſand other Accidents. And therefore why 
ſhould it be left upon a tallible fuppoſal, a meer 
Hap-hazard, or why muſt Ill Precedeats be given: 
The Intlicurion : and very End of Jurics is to p! re- 
ſerve wr Libertics from the wily Encroachments of 
oppreftion ; And therefore "tis the Right and Pri- 


viledge ; nay I vil] add, E 6 indiſpenſable Dnu;y 
: ; ; C 


of Grand and other Juries,to Att like men of Judg- 
ment, Conſcience and Courage'in ſuch Caſes, For 
otherwiſe they Forſwear themſelves, grievouſly in- 


jure their Fellov7-SubjeRts; betray the Freedomes | 


. of their Countrey,andopen a Gapptor Slavery even 


. © in that very Hedge, which was purpoſely firſt 


lan: 
zed, and has time our of ming been ſo carefblly 
:preſerved by our Anceſtors, t6 keep it out. 


 * Grand Jury:man.” Well, but if Juries do not pive 


theit Verdicts as the Court think fir, though the 


Jurors prozeed uprightly according ro the beſt of 


'theit Underſtanding and Conſciences, yer may not | 


*the Court Fine or Hnpriſon them. 


= Barriſter. No. The Law utterly Condemns any 
ſuch Practice, as you may ſee undeniably proved 


in the before mentioned Treatiſe, call'd, The Eng- | 


Y man's Right, p. 24. Nay,if any ſhould preſume 
Menace or Reproach a Jury for giving their Ver- 
_ dift uprightly according to their Couſciences, Ic 
would be an High Miſdemeanor; and ſuch Inſolence 


otight to be Corrected with Exemplary puniſhment. 


, Grand Jury-man. Since Juries are fo eſſential to 


tion, 


% : b 2FPD 
w_— > ; 
ke - 2 i... 
- 


_ our Engliſh Liberties, and of ſo great Uſe to the Na-- 


Gm bo — TR —" 


tion, Is it not great Pitty, That men beſt qualify'd' 
| both for Eſtates and UnderFtandings for that Service, 
| ſhould ofr-times uſe little under-hand Practſes or 
ſmall Bribes to the Officer that Summons them, to 
avoidir. I - 


Barr. *Tis both a pitty and a ſhame if any ſuch . 
thing be done, and. eught likewiſe to be puniſhed; 
For thereby Perſons every way unfit may at laſt 
come to ſerve turn, and ſo Verdidts may become 
Mercinary,andPeople fet up ro make a Trade of being 
' Jury-men; Whereas 'ris an Office that the beſt Com- 
money in England, is neither too good nor too great 
to ſerve his King and Countrey in ; Which 1 wiſh 
all Gentlemen would Conſider, and readily diſpoſe 
themſelves to accept the fame, when ever they 
ſhall legally be call'd unto it. | 


Gr. Jury-man. I thank you, Sir heartily for the - 
Information and geod Advice you have given me 
in this matter, and ſhall 'Endeavour to diſcharge 
my Duty accordingly, As becomes a Chriſtian, a . 
Loyal Subje8, and an upright Proteftant Engliſhman. 


eo 
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"Mr Reads Cale. : 


"He general Miſtake of. Prople :c -concern- 
- ing Conformity and Nancojformity, and the 
+, miſchicvons conſequence thereof, eſpe- 
cally in regard to my own Caſe, dorh 
neceſſiare me to give the world fore account of it, 

_ that I may thereby endeavour to cure che Preju- 
dice, and remove.the Stumblingblocks that at pueden 
lic in their way :. And the late rigorous execution 
of the penal Ceatinehs. Diſſenters, comrary to 
the laſt Vore of the Houſe of Canmons at Weſtminſter, 
hath put me npon-many ſerious thoughts of heart, 
wh may be'done ac fuch a time as. this, 'ro op». 
poſe the Papi defign of incroeucing Popery, and 

invading of out 

_  Asthedeftroying of Religine and Property; is their 
End ; fo 'atie teptonthing, unpoveriſhing, im- 


, and} (Proveftunts. li 
_ tire ral Ch Wien 
intercen -Informets, preſenting, 


fes, tn 
Vc. ate the 


incouraging 
to Biſhops Courts, SB 
Aſo forthe as heloEnds. 


A3 But 


NO 20 
7 


'B. of Worceſter; mb la 
and was asked what thoug 


| oGurnidythyeeiiane ain 
Miniſter : but whenit came. twthat; there was ao remedy. 


[4] 


But if People did conſider, that as:Dividing and 
Deſt: ojing, 15: the” work of Papifts ; -1o Uniting and 
Healing of breaches is OUR 'work, and would 
a&t accordingly in. their ſeveral places, THIS 
would prevent our Popiſh adverſaries in their De. 

4gnes ag ainſb-1is,  Let-us'do:i what we tan with: 

obcSin in; Obedience to duthority; [and then when ir 
comes to:the Tryal, that we-mult eicher Sr or 
Suffer, | it will be a grear:comforc-to-us, when \xe 
caticruly: lay ;they i vie have choke TO Safe lather 
thaft'torSm:.:- 

- But if there be no ) Cl in «he KS we muſt not 
, expoſe our {clves. or peoplerto ſufferings '(Caifleſh, 

.We cannot ſuffer \jofully: the: ſpeiling dur1Gpods,; the 
confiaerrient of our Pexſonug;or the .ruine 'bfour Fu | 
milies ; unlels Conſcience be able truly to ſay; would . 
have done anything bur Sin-a inſt GD, that 


raight have gvoided-theſe Sufferings fronemen., 


It was the ſaying of a Reverdad Miniſter Mr.7. 
lay his!Death-bed, 

hehad of dis: Non- 
ad bur: Sta;Aaith 
mit Bate, bed m:the exerciſerof i ny 


he, that: T: 


This: Minifleincad: the..Common_- 


16 his. 


Church, WidrdeKd N Gdclind charieho din 


#170 -  fers 


- KF : 
ters would tead ſoimauch' of. it-as they were farif: 
fied in their ,conſciences -was-lawful to be read, 
and a while after - (on Bartholomew day, 1 662.) 

' turned out with the .ceft of his Brethren, - © 

Many more-read the Common Prayer before, and 
yet; proved Nonconformiſts aſter ; and if that 
had ak all that .had been required of che! Non- 
conformilts,. to read.the Ordinary Lords-dayes-Service 
according to the Liturgy & Practice of the Churc!, 
of Exgland,. the moſt of. the Nonconformiſts had 

continued ia the exercile of their. Miniſtry in Pub- 


x 


alick as. well as .athers. FT 


©. : Whereas therefore - the . Ignorant ' among us 
know.not what. ( onformity or Nonconformity is, but 
- account it offenſive, if a Miniſter read the Com- 
.v10n-Prager, or go to.the Publick Church, and joyn 
with thoſe that doread it, and are ready to refule 
. Communion with thoſe Mmiſters or Churches:who 
uſeat : "tis high time to reihe this miſtake, & teach 

them better; leſt by ſilence in theſe matters, the 
- People run, iato the fin of Schi/m indeed. Not on- - 
1y.to ſeparate-from thoſe in the publick Churches, 
. but from their own Paſtors, when once they.re- 
. duce their Principles-into-Prattice, by reading fo - 


._much ofi the Service as they approve of, and..will 


-S 


F 


- 6] 
I ſhall therefore deſire All to take notice of 
three Laws made within theſe Twenty Years paſt, 
which the Nonconformiſts are ſufferers by. 
| Thefirſt isthe AF of Hniformity, requiring not on- 
ly the Reading of the Commen-Prayer (which inthe 
” 0g $1 Service I believe moft of us do account law- 
- ) bucit requires alſo, char:openly and publick- 

we declare before the Congregation, - Or un- 
pA ned aſſent and conſent to all and everything contained 
and preſcribed in and by the Book of Common-Prayer, 
and Adminiſtration-ef Sacraments, and other rites and ce- 
remonies of the (hurch, according to the "Y the Church 
of England, together with the Þſalter, and the Form oy 
Manner of Making, Ordaining, and Conſecrating of Bio 
 ſheps, Prieſts, anil Deacons. And in the ſame A? it 
is required, that we Declare and Subſcribe, that 
we will 'Conform to the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, as it is now by Law Eſtabliſhed, beſides what 
concerns the Renocing of the Copenatt, and Re-or- 
dination. 

There is a preat deal of Kfnirics (ler "I 
note here) between 40 and Sojne ; between New 

1p the ordinary Lords-Days-Service, and thprop 
Book, and ef! that is in it. Mit. Baxter in his Coe or 
Peace, gives tto-leſs than Thitty particdlat Gs 
ces of eyeral things in the COmmETger _ 
w 


"" 
which the Non-conformiſts cannot declare their A[ 
ſent and Conſent unto. Such as will be at the 
pains to tead them, ray thereby underſtand that 
we are far from a full Conformity T broughout,not- 
withſtanding the Cenſures & Reproaches' of ſome 
againſt us as too Conformable, becauſe we de- 
clare by our Principles, and Prattices, that we can 
lawfully not only Hear Common-Prayer, but Red 
It our ſelves: And yet though we cannot Con- 
form to the Law by doing all it commands, we 
have manifeſted by our Peaceable Submiſſion, 
that we cart patiently ſuffer the Penalty & inflics, 
viz, The caſting 1s out of our Livings, and ren- 
dring us cneapable of Church-Preferments for the 
time to come, wich other Penalties there mentio» 


ned) until. the King and Parliament ſhall Bert - 


to retieve us. 2 
Moſt of the Nor-conforming Miniſters who 


can with a good Conſcience read Common-Pray- 6. 


er,andthereby ſecure themſdlves from the Penalty . | 
of the Conventicle-Act, cannot declare their um- 
ftigned Aſſent a1d Conſent to the Book and all that is in it, 


# they might have the greateſt Prefermetrs of _ " 


Himdreds or Thouſands Per ann for their pains. | 

Another I aw. againſt Nom Gonformiſts is thit + 
made ac Oxford. (by ome called the Five miles 4) 
for reſty aining Non-Conformiſts frem Inbabitmo m Cor- 


pos 
: 


"81. 


poyatidgs; the, penalty whereof is. fix months Im- 
' priſogment, ,ugleſs-ypon or befare; ſuch, Commic- 
ments, : - ſuch. Offenders {ball before' che Juſtices 
of the. Peace, Svear.and Subſcribe this Oach - 
lowing,:. 1 A. BB. do fwear, that it,i5;not lawful upor 
ary fwetence whatſpever- to-take .Arws, "apainſt the Kos : 
And. that I do. abþor.. that traiterons Poſition, of taking 
rms by ks Authority azainſt his Pe; fon, © Or, againſt thoſe 
that are. C onmiſſionated. by bum. purfyance ,of ſuch. Com 
| aj ſions; Aud.1will not. at any th endgavoy any dlteras 
tion of, Government i un Church or Datee}; fi; 

Many of. the Non-Conformiſts have, yer a this 
Oath, being latisged .in the ſenſe. which all Law- 
1ers: that: a ditcourſed dogiye of. it,; viz. that 
by. Gwujſaazated | by , ym, x06; axe tg; underſtand 
Legally Commyſſunated ; : and byEndeawuring any alter ge 
tion of Government we are to underſtand-jt thus, that 
I wall nati1 Feavoer itby yy S Fdtious 24V;0K" ianju 
TCANS.. - ſ: - : "7 (7: 

In this.ſenſe mod the Tadoes in open Court to 

take it. (having! before made the like offer to. the 

Frſtices), but = tied up to the Wards of the Oath, 
and not having 'then adviſed. with Lawyers and 
others about the Senſe, as fince I have done, 1 
did therefore refuſe to take it, and ſuffered fix 
months Impriſonment upon chat Account. , 

But veing, better:ſatistied abour theſe chings by 


[9] 


a Paper called T'he Sheriffs Caſe, printed 1 680, and 


again reprinted 1681 : And being further facisfied 
Fil true-ſenſe of this Oath, by Mr. Corbets account 
of the Non-conformyſts. Principles and Prattices P..1.1, 
14. and other writings: of bjs net -yer_ publi- 
ſhed: And eſpecially being fully ſacisfied ofthe 
lawfulnels of taking the ſaid Oath, by particular 
Advice from Comncil learhed in the Law, who bet- 
ter underſtand the weaning of Laws than we 
Miniſters do, who have told me, that an 7gal 
Commiſſion in law-ſenſe is wo Comms(ſion ; and that the 
Parliament caninotbe underſtood to prohibit Legal 
endeavors to: make ny alteration of Government, but 
only ſuch as are 4 (for if fo they ſhould by 
their practice contradict themſelves in'the many - 
endeavors that.{ince they have made in a legal 
way):. . And laſtly, havyidg received Inſtructions 
from the forementioned Sberiffs Caſe, : how to der 
clare our Senſe of theiſaid Qath, before, or at the 
time of taking) it,; 1n'as publick manner as we 
cake it,. thatibeareby we-may avoid giving of ſcan» 
dal to others: And alſo being incouraged heres 
in by Mi. Bakters'words jo the life-of Mr. 4ſt 
(quoted: alfo-itvibe {aid Shereffs Cafe ptioted 81.) 
ending; thoſs:as) worthy Man who: did what be 
vfuſtd ({poakirig of d-inthe: C—_ 
| B IC 


nr es cle VA AIP OI EET 


agile Coo Ag 4s wo os cnt is 


fey 


wich 15 much more to be [crupled that this Oath 


alone) luppoſing that they im words or writmg decluo. 


red as openly as they ſwear, wt they take it in fuch or ſuch 
a lawful Senſe, p48 ; I ſay, upon thele ſeveral 
Conſiderations I can Now with as gdod a Confci- 
ence take the ſaid Oath, as formerly I did ref:/e ir, 
And therefore in the ſenſe as afore explained, and 
no other, ( Delivering- hereby my 'own- Soul ) 
I (hall be ready, when call'd thereto' by the Mai 
oiſtrate, to take the ſame in'the Wwores of the 
AE 

A ThirdLaw made againſt Non-conformiſt 
is the Conventicle A," made'to prevent and fupprej; 
Seditions Conventicles: By the rigorous execution 
whereof,the People as well as the Miniſters have bin 
great ſufferers, though never any thing of Sexition 
could be (barged, much leis proved agandlt me; or 


my Brethren that Ian hear of, : 
* Whether our many and. great troubles upon | 


this account-are not / felf- made "Troubles, or.long of 


our ſelves, hach ht times been diſquicting to. 


my mind. 

About four or Gor years ok when he Infor- 
mers & Officers wete' very troubleſome to us,and 
had taken away'the Goods' of: ſome of the. Com 
On, _ my'People ac x Meeting of ciwo 

or 


[1] 


or three Hundred. of them, that I ſaw hbw unable 
they were to bear | ſuch Troubles and Loſſes, and 
hat I could not be faithful to them, or to: my own 
Conſcience, withour telling, them, that though I were 
not fon. of the Common-Prayer, Daving never read 
ic in my life, yet it was m judgment, and moſt of our 
Miniſters, * oF it was lawful to read it; and that by the 
reading of it they might be free from the penalty pf. 
Law for the time to come, and therefore if they met 
with further troubles for want of reading ir, _ they 
ſhould blame themſelves, and not me: | 
Some fewy were ſo weak, that for ſpeaking thoſe 
words, they never came within the Meeting-Place ſince 
that I can hear of : Some more (twenty or there about) 
were ſo much prejudiced againſt the uſing a Form of 
Prayer, that I found there was danger. of making a 
breach amongſt us; and that a new-gathered Congre- 
gation could not bear ſo great a ſhaking, till they were 
- little better ſetlcd. I did therefore for the ſake of thoſe 
{ew, forbear to viſe it, contenting my ſelf only, with 
reading the Scriptures, the Creed, Commandments, 
and the uſe of the Lords-Prayer. _ 
And now ar laſt, haying firſt adviſed "HEY my Bre- 
thren in the Miniſtry, who acknowledge the lawkul- 
neſs of t uſing of the Litmgy in the Ordmary-Lords-Days- 
Ser) 2, and with Lawyers, who tell me,rhar the reading 
fit will prove the Lawfulnzſs of our Meeting, and ſecure. 
B p | — 


EY i 


SAT > pm 
us from gi Fug crotible ;1 have therefore begun to. 
read ir, 4110 UV 


{not proof thereof, by everdf Witte 
the Grand Juty ar Weſtminſter this aft Tertn, Through, 
in a Bilk of ltidiQtmenr againſt Juftice Parry, Richa] 
Tong Diller, Jon Pullrd in Pater: Lane Infor 
mer, and feveral othets for a Ryot, in breaking o- 
pen the doors of my Metin #Plare, when our. TVor- 
ſhip was not in other mariner than according to the Litngy 

and Proaflice of the . Church of Eiigland; And: another 
Bill ' of Indi&twient for ' a Ryot againſt che . ſaid 
Tuſtice Parry, T hemas Harris Cheeſemonger Jobn'Pollard, 

Stephen Leucds the Smith, and others, for breaking 
ofeti the* door of my dwelling-Houfe the Lords 
day Fefore, where: there Was tipthing of any. Wir- 

ſhip ar Company to ground any pretence 'of an thr 
nf Mig io 

The Taid Fury have found: both the. Bills, and 
in due: rithe I fMalf make. farther trial of this poitt 
ar Common. Laww,  twherher Thiy-or T are the tranſ: 

_SzS CME 

[ am ſenfible thar theſe things. make 'a preat 

' noiſe, and the, mouths ;6f POS Try" 

me.. ' The "railings and: threatnitips.. of prophane 

Drunken Damme's 'I. matter not: IF do: not Arte 

chem and Indict them, for doing their. Office, as they 

are the Kings Officers, bir for hte more than thu 

Office : 1t they have done well, chey ſhall have pl 

| of 
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for the Game; Poſſibly they may have the repeated 
thanks of a Middleſex Count of Jultices : But we know 
that ' no Law is rhade for a Righteous Man, but 
for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient ; for the Unsodl, aid for 
Sinners; for the unholy and prophane; For Murderers 
of Fathers, and Murderers of Mothers ; for Manſl.yers, for 
Whoremongers; | way add, for Houſe-breakers, and 
Sabbath- reakers; be Prophane Swearers and Drunk: 
av for idle predigal ſpend-thrifts that care not to 
their 'debts.. Such perſons as theſe, may 
End ſome. others perl: aps as Zealous for the cx- 
ecution 'of che KING'S Laws as themſelves, 
and Time will diſcover who are the KIN WE $ 
beſt Subjeds 
But ikke 5 another ſort, whom I am cond ro 
give all due ſatisfaction to; that is, ro my Brec/re 
the Mmifters, who. are not under he: like CIrcuit1z 
Reances with me, and therefore may not think fir 
to do what ] have done; and to my People” among 
whom I have laboured near ſeven Ws not 1wirth- 
out good encouragement and hi;ccets, and therefore I 
am very tender left I ſhould jul Hy offend che one or 
the other, |; chere be any one. then that ſhakerh rhe 
head, and fairii, 7 wor-ler that Mr. Read ſhould read 
the ( ommon-Prayer ? {| an{iver, which of you vIn- 
' Cerch me of Sin: Jf [ have done Iniquity. I will do fo 
mo more ; Or # 1 have done evil, (in kg re Li- 
| __ uiroy) 


1 confeſs mY Proffice, is yet S/gd47, and perhaps 
1; "ty ablick inſtince of this naterc 11 Enzland, lo 
Fu 2: tcah naderttand : But the Pronciples on which 
tEgrounmacd, are undcmablc, and far from the im- 
IT Anion of Si ploy 112 Tigg Yea, 21d the Practice oO of 
ning a Publick Liture) or- form of Prayer 1 in Publick 
iiemblves tor the Yorlh p of God, is of ſuch univer- 


! } 


| extent, that there are few Churches in the World 


x” rhout it, * {21 45 ! Cat? anderſtand, 
vw}! ? 


 B\6 Pp: _ [ fg) POR) ACLe ſuch as theſe, "Vi Rs 
TE ).120 Coed NCE to the Ma piſtrace) IN things lawful, SA 
HEY That 2 fOrM of Prayer Is Lawrtul. That i IC 
< the Paſtors work UP on 900d advice, .to judg of the 
Hency pf uleimp | | ch a form. of Prayer, by the 
pencr2} rules of 4 ny the Glory of God, edifica 
ton of his Peopie, and the publick 500d. That 
Pommunon with fuch C 2013 rches who a a form of 
FAYCT 'S jaw] allo. 1 [12 ID. "—_ they do . not make 

ny things thatis Smit che or : of rheir Commnnion. 
Wieter thete Piinzples are not ackowledged as 

ey the Rret! | a/l portwations, and whether 


tC aSTCEADIE TO tie Principles, | ſub- 
1 ; Fra ErsS : | 


Non among on; Brethren the [n- 


"ot. FIT HEEYN FA v } wm | SELL ; [. nn A th Mi 1- 
EP THA HS TDQUY DYOYED IIA Win tO near a Fall Inl- 
& 

4 
iter 


- 


— 


1104- Py 118 LCre, anc] {O13 oO! che, COmmMENCatc Witt 
hem ſometimes, The Now Conormadts boil Me 
and Prove 1m many places throuh thc Land pot ven 
Pariſh Churches, and IT 
OCCcalion | Oc mUnumion with tem 

Many of ow: Brethren 01d road the Comm Piney 
betore ivy timed ot Tx their I tvinss 45 t belore 
noted; and wonld thev nothe lad to red + 14m, 
if chereby they mi9hr have rhe exercite of their Mains 
try, and. their Maintenance rettored: And it upon 


c Lex And ee... > FO F-, | 
thele Eris CHEVY couid 1 £5 (! ir 4- the Chr: / UDP. 


at St. Giles 5) then why may not [ Ea It 1 117 LING Canned 
(here at Bioomsbury) * it I may Juds of \31-{ mes 
fo miſts n ether Counryes 7. chote In It#5:cesters 
fore where, | lived, 1 do. venly believe there 15 
not one 11 ten, by nb ould be thankful ty» GOD 
and Man. :: they imigh: be rcltored to tiicr | THO 
by "7 HEY only iwhar | have done. .T herefoe they 
. Arl mexcu{ bly 0, Me | 2908V* th 'h at that fr AT 
thy /Brot's;-. ; bor th. which: tho mb cit 
ful co ve lone Va oder thou forberrelt thy 
felt: and becanli  trbeareft doms._ it hy (els: 


# 


Ly | 
thou condemneſt him. I will repeat this word 
only to my Bretheren, If there be Sim in the Caſe, 
L ſhall chooſe ro Suffer rather than $m, as ſoon as 
I am convinced of it. 

As for fſatisfation to the Scrapulous and well- 
meaning Chriſtians among us, whoſe minds are 
ſo much prejudiced againft the Publick Miſtry, 
and the Way of their Worſhip, and therefore yall 
not bear the uſe of the Liturgy of the Church in the 
Unexceptionable part of the ordinary Service, 
but cry out againft ir as Will-Worfhip, Antichriſtian, I- 
dolatry and the like, I ſhall in General only ſay thus 
much. \f they will go to the Miniſters of Chriſt as 
little Children, that is, as humble learners, willing to be 
caught ; and by converie with-them, and other ynder- 
ſtanding Chriftians, as alſo by ſearching into the Scyip» 
tures, and reading of good Books, will endeavour the 
(re, or at leaftwiſe the Abating, of their Prejudice; I 
doubt not but we fhall quickly be more like-minded 
in theſe things. And if rhen they will lay afide Ani- 
molities, and be fo humble as to think ſoberly of 
themſelves, and weigh the Judgment of thoſe with 
whom they Conſnlkk, who better underſtand theſe 
things than they, it's like they will be more zeady 
to Judg, or be Aſhamed, of themſelves, than te 
Cenſure me, and ſuch as joyn with me. 


la 


tf 52% ) 


In particular, next I muſt refer them to 
fuch Godly, Learned, Judicious, and peacca-. 
ble Authors, as theſe hereafter mentioned, 
viz. Mr. Nye, Dr. Owen, Mr. Ball, Mr. Bax- 
ter, and Mr. Corbett, ſuppoſing they, will be 
ſatisfied by what they have Publiſhed, when 
hcy will not by any thing I can fay or 
write on this Subject. 


_. Mr.  Ney, in. his.Cafe conſidered, Whether 

we may lawfully bear the now C, onforming Mi- 
nifters, who are Re-ordain'd, and have renoun- 
Fed. the Lopenant, and ſome 91; poem ſuppoſed 
to be Jeat lous. in their lives? anſwers affir- 

MAEYEly, Pap: 4. Jat :it is a Dity that we 
and our Families frequent (as we have liberty 
aud. opportunity) the more publick and natitnal 
Minifry, and gives us this as ons Reaſon, 
Pagp 5+. 45.we. are , Members. of Churches, jo 
we are, $ ubjeits and Members of this Com- 
mon-wealth, and are obliged thereby to obſerve 
E 2 2 Ws I. the 


EE. _ 
the lawful Commands of our Governours, and 
to be Examples therein to others. 


__ <Andagain,p.&.Tf Church Members, ora- 
© ny one Godly Man, hath a Warrant to for- 
*bcar hearing fach Mmiſters upon this ax- 
*connt of unfawfulneſs, then all Godly Men 
_ *oughtatall ermes fo to do; and if fo, the 
Examples of the Godly to. the” general 
*being very.leading inthe. Matters of God, 
*rhis genre Ba be lictke fre- 
*quented, and of lefs Efficacy 'to theſe that 
ib wydanFHenh « Aurr { fort 
«tu £0 hear ſich Miniſters, we imply ir were 
: betrer for the Nadioh,thers bin! act 
* ing bur in patriculer Chutches, 4hd'#48, 
© what can We'expeR will become of ma- 
; of $alya- 


*ny thoufands, in anordinary yay 
* Church-inſtructions?\ We are to'walk wils- 


. 
- 
£ 


* z0n, that bave nb Hehefie: at's 


ly, yea mercifully cowards them that are 
*withour, et os oO 


And 


( 19) 


And towards the conclufion, p. 24: he 
tells us, That this is one of, the pero fons 
of theſe latter Times, by which . Mens Minds 
have been corrupted, that it is unlawful to 
hear in Publick, which I am perſwaded (faith 
| he) ts one conftant deſign of. Satan, in the 
variety of wayes in Religion he hath ſet on 
foot .by Feſuits among us. Let us therefore be 
the more aware of whatever tends that way. 


Even Dr. Owen, who in his Diſcourſe of 
.the work of the Spirit in Prayer, writes a- 
gain the making. or compoſing of Forms 
of Prayer for our ſclves to be ufed private- 
ly, defires the Reader, p. 220. to obſerye 

t hedorh not argue againſt Forms of Prayer 
. as. unlawful to be a; and, p. 222. he 
grants, that Mer or Churches may agree upon 
a preſcribed Form by common conſent, as judg- 
_ ing; and awning it beſt for their own Edi- 
—_—_— | | 
| E Again, 


' 20) 


Again, p. 228. © Whether they are ap- 
. * proved or pr ohh of God, whether 
*they are lawful or unlawful, we do not 
* conſider, but only wherher :they are for 
« Spiritual benefit and advantage for the 
* 00d of our own Souls, and the Edi- 
< tication of others, as ſet up in com- 
<« petition with 'the Gifr before deſcribed. 


So thar it ſeems the Dr. doth not judge ſuch . * 


Forms of Prayer unlawful which are for 

the good of our own Souls, and the: Edi- 

fication - of others, and which are not m 

* 17 with the Gift before deſcri- 
ed. 


© And therefore (p. 231, and 232;) ſup- 
© pofing that” choſe who make ufe of, and 
*plead tor Forms of Prayer, eſpecially m 
* publick, do 1n a due manner prepare them- 
* {elves for 1t by. holy meditation, with: an 
* cndeayour to bring their Souls into a ho- 

79 
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* Iy frame of tear, 'ddight and ' reverence 
* of God ; let ir alſo be ſuppoſed that they 
*have.a good end and-dctipn'in the Wor- 
*ſhip.they addreſs theni{Uves urito, 'namely 
_ *che Glory 'of God, and their owy. Spirt- 
* tual advantage; the Prayers themſelves, 
© though they cud be in fome*rhnes 1t- 


ES 


© regular, rriay give occaſion "to-"exercile 


- 


4 ' 


SS #4 


__<thole'a&ts of Grace which-they were 0- 


* rherwiſe prepared for : AndI fay yetfurther, - 
*that- whilſt cheſe Forms of .- Prayer arc 
*cloathed 'with *the' genefal} ridtons| of 
* Prayer, that 1s, arc'eſteemed* as'ſuch in the 
* munds of them thar aſe them, arc-ac- 
*companied in their ufe with rhe mo- 
 ©iyes. and ends of Prayer; expreſs no- mat- 
cer unlawtul- tobe in{ifted on 11 Praver, 
* directing the Sauls of Men to none bur 
 ©lawful Objects: of Divine Worſhip and 
® Prayer, the Father, Son, and*Holy Spirit ; 
*and 'whilſt men make- uſe” of them with 
* the true deſign: 'of ' Prayer, looking after 

duc 


(82) 
© due aſſiſtance unto Era, do not judge 
* chereisanyfſuchcvilin memastharGod will 
” ngt £9 UNUNICAte, us SpIFit £0, any yn the 
* no hol nmunion. with him in and 
? waa m.. | Ns pens God 
_ © never, therein regards their, Perſons, or re- 
* 20s their praying, as unlawful : Far the 
* Perſons..and [Dates of, Men ,may. be ac- 
* cepted with God, when they walk and a&t 
© infincerity according to Gxcrr light, though 
© 1n many, things, and thoſe ,of; np, ſmall 
© importance,ſundry arregularities are found 
* both in what they do, and in the man- 
*ner of doing xc.. Where Perſons walk be- 


» 
- 


*forc Gogd mm hear: Incegriy; and practiſe | 
* nothing gantrary to ghe r gh and.con- 
* viction an tus Worſhip, ' Gad is merciful 
*unto them, although, they order - nat c- 
* yery thing according 'to the. Rule and 
* Mcaſure of the Word.. So wasitwith them 
*who came 'to the Paſſover 1n the days of 
” ; : * Heze- 


(s) 
-P a they had not cleanſed themſelves, 
© but eat the Paſeier Wea than it was 


AA: 12 Chron.” 39.18.” 


: dp. 335 5. He grants! as nick Fein 
#7; Pr rot any tatrinſi rfical evil inthe 
Ka ley them, Y but argiics, apainſt* the 
ſetting'up and” preſcribing ſuch Porms "of 
Prayer Univerfally, 'in oppoſition, and unto 


Pi Hon, TIEN > co. 2 


Mes 'P.3 Dos 3, *"if © A AE ror” con- 
*: tary. unto, inconfiſtent with, or are not 


M4... 2: yay cxchuliye of that work. of 
Wt te | EN hich we have 
.delcnbed. from the Saipaie: nor are rc 


« pi to dt INC- prohi IfIon, I ſhall 
: "on i any bo che. 


- "Me axters | Cure. of Church. divifions L 
nad to, the reading of ſuch as lic 
under the tem TPEAUOn of unwarrantable Sc- 


paration, 


(44) . 
paration, as alſo Mr. Ball of that. Subject 
at large. The whole. of them is ſo. uſefy], 
that 1'do not think fic to Two" any 
thing of either of in ra But"I 'will give 
you 4 little of what Mr. Baxter hath writ- 
ren, not only bo, his own judgment, but 
| other Miniſters ol f his converſe and acquain- 
tance, in his. Second Plea for Peace," ſhew- 
ing what Noa-conjormity 18 not. 


Page 100. © We' are” "for \from- Soren : 
© ning, all Forms of Prayer and publick Li- 
* turgies as unlawful, o which ve hayc His 
oi © Majeſtics. 'T Sno ont Deas ! a 
< bout Eceleſiaftica IA LM jarg'a IT 
< fir frons condemnm Ht "he ie Ent: 
© preſent Churches of Sit that Ee e uſed | 
* ſuch, 'or yet .uſe them, *throiighont the | 
« Chriftian World; aft yer” further atewe 
* from, Sc cparating from em on that ac- 
* count (for ufing Licatyics) and from cn- 


- Couragng fuch A Scpatation. EO” 
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| And, p. 101. We think 1t not unlawful 
to uſe as much of the Engliſh Liturgy as 
we conſcnted to'ufe, when by His Majeſties 
_ Commuſſion ſome of us treated abour the 
Reformation or Alteration of it, 2i2. in 
ſuch Aſemblies where the Peoples incapaci- 
ey maketi' Hot fuchnſc of 1 more hurt- 

| then helpful to their  Edification. And 
we joyn with Mr. Ball, and others of the = 

old Non-conformiſts, in thanking God that 
 Frglandhatha more reformed Liturgy than 
mbſ of the Churches in the World. We arc 
far from judging the Pariſh-Minifters to 
be no true Minil ers of Chriſt, or the Pa- 
riſh-Charches no true Churches, or judg- 
ing Tr 'nnlwtful to hold *Communion 


with them. © 


Mr. Corbett, in his Account of the Princi- 
ples and Prafliſes of the Non-conformiſts, 
Page '4. faith; We acknowledge the law- 
fulneſs of a'Set Form of 'Lrurgy, for mat- 

g” ter 


(-26 ) 


ter agrecable to Gods Word, and ſuited to 
the nature of the-ſeyeral Ordinances, and 
to the neceſſities of the Church. Yet the 
Miniſter. ſhould not be ſo confined: to it, 
as not to. make uſe of his own afts of Pray- 
er and Exhgreation... if | 
Page 8., Morcoyer. we hold. not our 
{clycs abliged: to forfake a; true Church, as 
- no Church,for the corruptionsand diforders 
found therein; or to Separate from its Wor- 
hipfar.chetolcrable faulsthereof, while our 
Practice: of ſome Evil, 1s not required as 
Terms at. our. Communinion. Howbeit we 
are . nt, fo indiftereng. this DAT, 2s fo 
ake .no, differqnee becween Churghes, an 


d 
CSPSEELS SHE 11.808 '4 
aſtors : The more pure and . powerful 


Admumttration of Gods Ordinances, 1s to 
be preterred-betgre that whichis mare taulty 
wa. ; cftual: And. herefagain we ac- 
Enowledge, that inthis preference due cauti- 
on muſt be.uſed : We mult not reſpect our 

| E own 


leſs 


% 
r by 
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own particular benefit, before publick Peace 
and Order, and the general good. 
Page g. It 1s our Principle, That Humane 
| Lawsbind the Conſcience, or (.to ſpeak more 
properly )theSubjectsin poinc of Conſcience, 
not by a Pramary Obligation, as the Laws of 
 Goddo, but by a ſecondary and ſubordi- 
nate,as from a power derived from God. As 
it 15 an evidentand important Truth, That 
 Inferiours ought to obey.their 'Superiours 
for Conſcience ſake; ſo it is as evident and 
important, That when Mens Commands 
contradict the Commands of Gad.x; 1s God 
and not Man that.muſt have the, prchem- 
' Nence 1n our, Obedience, 
Page 21. We renounce noatCommunion 
in thepublickWorſhp of theParih-Church- 
es; though for irs outward Formand Order, 
in ſomereſpects, it be notthatwhich 1s molt 

= 1.  _ 
- Page 26. Wc have notforſaken the Paro- 
chial Aſſemblies, but have joyned mm the 

D2 SELVICE 
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Service of God there performed, and” ſore 
of us do it in our ordinary courſe, and o- 
thers of us have not declined it of ſet pur- 
poſe, but as our abſence' is-cauſed þy that 
neceſlary Work of the Miniftry, wheteun- 
to we are called : Somme of us have Com- 
municated with the ſaid Aſſemblies n the 
Sacrament of - the” Lords Supper : Yet: we 
would-nor have our Charity and. Peacca- 
bleneſs nniſtaken for an indifferency unto 
Communion with all Parochial Churches 
and Miniſters wharſoever, or for'a full ſa- 
tisfaction br acquieſcence in the whole; ind 
all particularsof the Licurgy, fo as 10 be tlc 
to declare our unfeigned Aſſeht and Con- 
Fnttoall- andevery t ingtheftinc ntained. 

Pige 36. Where a rertrarkable Writer 
hath Publiſhed theſe words, (We'ſhould be 

reconciled, if the Presbyterian Minifters would 
perſwade their Peo "5g to do what they tan to 
jon: 2 We. 4 leclare to the World that 


wc 


( 29 
we fteartily embrace theſe Terms of Recon- 
ciliation ; and as we have done already, we 
will not ceaſe to do our uttermolt to per- 
ſwade them, upon whom we have any 1n- 
fluence; and we would gladly come to the 
Tryal, to fee which Party ſhould outvie the 
other in forwardneſs in allaying the pre- 
ſent Diſtempers, and leſſening the Ditferen- 
ces, and drawing on towards Peace and U- 
mon. We haye here done our: part to rc- 
moye the Offences taken at us, by: teſti- 
fying to all Men, that conſcientious difla- 
wsfaction, and not Carnal -Intercſt, or a 
_ of oppoſition, 1s the ground of our 
Non-conformity : And to bring ſuch as 
difter fromus =, itt more Charity with us, 
than to judge that we are utterly unworthy 
or uncapable of the publick Miniſtry, or 
thatſuch Perſonsas for ignorance attd lewd- 
neſs are ſcandalous and contefnptible a- 
mong their Neighbours, are more:tolcra- 
'ble in- Sacred Ofhce than we rs 
| ——-; gro 


(30). 
oroſs Inſufficiency,Non-reſfidence, and other 
| hamiousnegligence, ſhould. be. made lefs Cri- 
minal than our diflent about the Ceremo-- 
nies, Subſcriptions, Renunciations, and 
ſach like Injunctions. We ſubmit whatwe 
have done to the Wiſdom, Piety, and Cle- 
mency of our Governours ; we acquieſce 
inGodsWiſe and Holy Determinations con- 
cerning us: And we reſfolye through his 
Grace to abide ſtedfaſt and unmoyeable in 
our Subjection and Loyalty to our Sovye- 
reign,in our ducObedience tothoſe that are 
put in Authority under him, 1n our earneſt 
endeavour of Holineſs, Unity, and Peace in 
che Church, in Brotherly loye to all Faithful 
Chriſtians, in Charity to all men, and-in the 
Faith and Patience of the Diſciples and Ser- 
yants of Jeſus Chriſt. 
_. I wilt only add hisSenſe of theOxford0ath, 
which I hearcily ſubſcribe to, p.z 1.Whenthe 
TugherPowers command what God forbids, 
though we-arc- bound not 'to perform it, 
yet we mult be ſubjeR, and not reſiſt, but - 
patiently - 


(31) 
patiently ſubmit to Suffering, The Cauſe of 
Religion doth nor warrant Subjects to take 
Arms againſt their lawful Prince, nor may 
they by armed Violence againſt Authority, 
attempt the publick Reformation thereot. 
We hold,thar it is unlawtul,by theConſtitu- 
tions and Laws of this Kmgdom, for any 

| Subjects to take Arms againit the King, his 
Office, Authority, or Perſon, or by force of 
Arms to reft{t any Magiſtrate or Othcer 
legally Commuſſionated or Authonzed by 
lim 3 yea, Subjects arc bound not only noc 
ro reliſt but to aſhiſt and detend their. S0- 
vereign with their Eſtatcs, and Lives ; and 
the Preachers of theGolpel ought to teach. 
the-People Obedience and Loyalty, and ro 
endeavour to root out all-Principles ot Se- 
dition, Rebellion, and Diſobedience. We 
believe.tchat we are-under no Bond :or Ob- 

ligation to act any thing contrary to theſe 
our avowed Principles. And we further make 
known our deteſtation of all the Indienity 
and. 


(32 ] 


and Violence offered to the Perſon of our 
late Sovereign, and eſpecially that moſt hor- 
rid execrable Fact i taking away his Lite, 
as alſo theUſurpations and violent changeot 
the Goverment that did accompany the 
ſame, againſt which Crimes, whikeibits Were 
carried on, the Brethren of our Perſwation 
openly proteſted, even to the Faces of the 
Actors. 

And. p. 14. Wedeclare, That wew:ll not 
endeavour any alteration of the Govern- 
ment in Church or State, as itisin the King, 
whoſe Civil and Ecdleſiaſtical Supremacy 
we have before acknowledged; nor the al- 
tcration of the true Epiſcopal Officewhich 
Chriſt hath ſettled mn his Church ; 'nor will 
we endeavour any alteration inche Church, 
by any Seditious or unlawful means, but 
only by Prayer to God, by humbly pertion- 
1ng our Superiours; or obeying the King if 
ne Command 1t, or ſuch like Frvkul rmeans 
as belong to us in our Places and —_ ; 


(31). 

If the names of Ball, Baxter and Corbet, ſound harſh 
with ſome of you. methinks however the names of Tombs, 
Nye and Ower, ſhould make a-greater figure among you, 
andbe of greater Authorityith ſuch as have not pati- 
erice to hear the Nate, mucly leſs the Thing called a 014 
Prayer © 7 - * : 

Fatthe mouth cf two or three witnelles the matter 
{hal} be eſtabliſhed, Dev. 19. 15. Here is the teſtimo-_ 
ny of three of your own, as well as three more of the 0- 
ther fide, againſt ſuch as ; refuſe Communion, with ſuch 
Mitiſters and Churches who do much more than | have 
done; + 

Will:you not "4 Vir. Nye tel'ing you your ds 
ty, That you and joar.” Families ſhould" frequent the 
publiok.” "Miniſiry, That you are obliged to Park thelaw- 

ful Commands of your Governours, That this principle, 
That it is wellawful 19 hear'in pablick, ,' is 4 miſperſua- 
fron of theſe latter times ſet ow foot by the Jeſuits & Will 
you not hear Dr. -Ower tt lin 3 ou that he doth not 
argue againſt forms of Prayer as aniliwfa) to be uſcd ; 
That, whilft- you make uſe of 'them with the true deſig oe 
of Prayer, looking after due a 9 iſtance 'unto Prayer , be 
doth not jnde there is any ſuch evil in them , as- that 
| God will not Communicate his Spirit to any in the uſe of 
ther, *&c. Will you Tet me add one more paſſage in 
his Preface? '/ do got ſay the fatal Conſequence of the 
introduFGion of human As #1 forms of Prayer in the 
wor ſhip of the Church, by the horrible abuſe of it, is fue 
ficient tocondemn them as ; abſolutely wei + Will you 
| have no regard 10the Miniiters of all perſuaſions| who 
tell you by their ptinciples 5d prattices the lawfulncſs 
EK - ol 
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' of what I do? Behold a greater than Dr. Owew, &c. 


is here, the Apolile of the Gentzles,. great. Saint Paxl, 


telling you, that unto-the Jews he became as 2 Jew that 


he might gain the Jews, &c. To the weak he became 


as weak that he might gain the weak + Iam made a)! 


things ſaithihe, to all men, that I might by all means 


ſave ſome, 1 Cor.9.20. &c. And he was ſo zealous for the 
| ſaving of Souls that he could condeſcend to any thing 
_ that might be done with agood Conſcience. His own 


praftice was the beſt. comment on this Text, in taking 
Timothy to him as his: Afiſtant or fellow-labourer:jn the 


Goſpel, and Circamciſing him becauſe of the Jews that 
were it a 4 rouge for they knew all that his Father 
_ w45 4 Greek, 


Ads 16.3, Here isa piece of condeſcen- 
tion indeed;z afar greater piece of Conformity than tke 
reading of a. form of Prayer... Tiz-ot hy. had the repute 
of a Gertile, bat becomes a Jew, that he might gain the 
Jews: And Paxlchooſeth to. make uſe of him as his part- 
ner in his Miniſtry, that.; his Preaching might be the 
more acceptable to the Jewsin thoſe quarters, See alſo 
the advice of Jeawes.and the other Elders to Paul, AQts 
21. 18. &c. when he came to. Jernſalem, Thou ſeeſt 
Brother how many. thouſands of Jews there are which be» 
lieve, and they areall zealows of the 1.aw, ver. 20, and 


they are informed of thee that thou teacbeſt all the Jews 


which are among the Gentiles to forſake Moſes, ſaying 
that they ought not to. Circumcile their. Children, &c. Do 
therefore this thit we ſay tothee: We bave four Men which 
have « vow on them them take, and purifi: thy ſelf with 


' them, that they may ſhave their beads, and all may know 


that thoſe things whereof they were informed __— 
thee 
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thee are nothing, but that thou thy ſelf walkeſt orderly, 
and keepeſt the Law, ver; 2ga..&c. And ſhould nor I 
and other Miniſters walk as we'have Pas! for our ex- 
ample ? Give meleave to apply. this piece of Conformi- 
ty inhimto our preſent caſe, Yop ſee how many thou- 
ſands inthis Pariſh and many others are as zealous' for 
Common-Praycr (as ſome very few are realous againit 
it) and-they are miſinformed that I and: other, Nancon- 
formiſts teach the people Rebellion: and that we-in(till 
into them the principles of Schiſw, and draw them away 
from the Publick Miniſiry and Ordinances z Therefore 
that we may 'convince. gainſsyers that theſe things 
whereof the peopie are informed againſt us are nothing, 
+ batthat we alſo walk order)y and keep' the Law, I have 
_ thought fit to do what Thave done in obedience to the 
Law of the Land, that hereby I may be inſtrumental of _ 
gaining ſome Souls to Chriſt of theſe many thouſands 
that are ready to Periſh for lack of knowledge. Re- 
member Mr, Mes words, that we areto walk wiſcly yea, 
wercifully towards them that are without. 

Obje&. If theſe be your Principles that it is lawful to 
read and hear Common Prayer, why did you not do ir 
at firſt and conform as the reſt of the Miniſters in the 
Pariſh Churches? CE SS, Y 

Anſw, 1havetold you already, if that only had been 
required of us, we had done it z btit other things being 
required which we account linful , we rather choſe the 
pleaſing of God and the peace of out Conſciences ina 
way of duty, than honoursand prefterments from men 
ina way of fin. | 

Obje@, If the Common: Prayer be read at your meet- 
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ing-place, we will rather goto the Pariſh Church and 
hear itthere, : oy \ Wh I wr] : » TE EY : hn 
- Aufw. -1f you think you! havenot enough of it with 


us; you-may gotb Churett ahd have more: But if you 
 accourit what'l read toomuth, you' argue perverſly in 


ralking of going tothem' who do more than I havedone. 


Burl anſwer further, I have We will not ia the leaſt 


diſcourage yout going to the Pablick Aſſemblies. The 
ſame Goſpel is Preached with,them as with us, and with 
ſome-ofthem, I doubt not, more judiciouſly,and perhaps 
more profitably than by fuch as1, and whether may be 
more proſperous this or *that we knnw not.: So be it 
Chriſt be- Preached tiere' or there, we rejoyce and will 


Again, our Aſſemblies ar6 not ſet up in oppoſition to, 
butin conjunCion' with, or in ſuberdination tothoſe in 
Publick ; and therefore to ſuch as charge us with ſettig 


_ up Altars and *Churches in'a way 'of Rebellion againſt 


the Governniznt,/and toturn away the people from fo]- 
lowing. the Lordinthe'way of his Worſhipin the Pariſh 
Churches, I anſwer as the Tribes of the Children of z«- 
ben and the Children of Gad and half Tribe of Max 2ferb 
anſwered. and faid Cupon'a like occaſion) unto the 
heads of the thouſands of * 7/7 aet © Joſh. 22. The LordGod 

of Gods, The Lord God of Gods be know:th and Ifrael he 
ſhall krow, if it be in Rebellion or in tranſgreſſion againſt 
the Lord —— — let the Lord himfelf require it : And if 
we bave not rather done it for fear of this thing, ſaying, 
in time to come your Children kf unto our Children, 
Jazing, what have you to:dowith the Lord God of lirael * 
Our Governours have made the Att of Uniformity, a 
2 Border 


T. 


Border,a Wall of Separation between us and the Confor- 
miſts, who are ready to ſay, ye have no part withns in the 
Miniſterial work or inthe Pariſh Aſſemblies for the Wor- 
ſhip of God If therefore we may not keep up our own 
Meetings, when we may not have liberty to Preach in the 
Churches, they ſhall make us to Ceaſe from fearing the 
Lord. . LE 

And again I anſwer, The Harveſt 'is great, the Labor- 
crs few, and Souls are precious ; Go therefore where you 
will, it ſhallnot offend, but pleaſe tme , if the Net of 
the Goſpel may be ſpread, and bring you into Chiiſt by 
their Miniſtry or qurs. But take heed of this dividing 
principle which ſome Iſceare acted by , of forſaking 
the Miniſtry and Ordinances of Chriſt, and the Came 
munion cf Saints, as ſoon as a form of prayer js uſed in 
any part oftheir worſhip : If God accept ſuch worſhip 
and worſhippers, (a4 nodoubt but hedoth where they 
lift up holy hands with pure hearts to him.) he will not 
be very well pleaſed with ſuch as rejeQ them : And let 
me intreat you to conlider whether this dividing prin- 
ciple will lead you: As ſogn asour Governours ſhall be 
pleaſed to open the Charch-doors a little wider, and the 
Non-Conformilts ſha! generally dy the (am thing that 
now I have done, yoga w!ll theneither repent of your 
Error, or if you perkift init, you will forſake their A\- 
ſemblies alſo, as ſoon as form of Prayer (according to 
your fancy) hath polluted them, and then | dread to 
think where I may quickly find you, Either among the 
_ deluded Quakets, to calt off all Miniſters and Ordi- 
nances z or among the Papilts or Atheiſts, (of the Ao- 
24an Religion er no Religian, for they are much alike) 
| 2 and 
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and ſo tolay aſide the common principles of Morality,and 
a& contrary tothe very light of Nature as well as Scrip- 
ture, Butl hope better things of you (whom eſpecially 
and particularly I write this to) even things that accom. 
pany Salvation : And therefore as a means for that end 
I warn you, yea, in the words of the Apoſtle, Rom, 16. 
17.18; 1 beſcech you Brethren , mark them which cauſe 
diviſions and offences contrary to the DoGrine which ye 
have learned, and avoid them ;, ſor they that are ſuch, ſerve 
20t our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, but their own belly, and by good 
words and fair ſpeeches deceive t he hearts of the ſimple. 

What may be the reſult of this leading example, God 
only knows, and time muſt difcover : Be it whart' it 
wall, 1 am not much concern'd , having I truſt a good 
Conſcience (in this matter,) i all things willingly to live 
honeſtly. Duty is our part, the I{lues or Events of things 
belong unto God: But ſomething apepars above board 
already. | 

Oa the one fide the wrathful and prophane, finding 
me-out of the reach of the Conventicle Ad, that they 
cagnor hurt me, no nor hinder my work that way , 
have this laſt week put me into the'Biſhops Court ; from 
whom nothing leſs than Excommutication, yea, and a 
Goa], if poſhible, can be expected,” Thovgh we yeild 
as far as we can in things lawful], thereis no Union, no 
Peace nor agreement to be had with ſuch men, 

On the other ſide, there are ſome among our ſelves of 
dividing and unpeaceable Principles and Spirits; who 
ſeem to be ſo incurably prejudiced as to reſolve they w/ll 
have no Communion with ſuch Miniſters 6r Churches,who 
1a {ome little thongs crofs their humour, and do there- 


fore 
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fore begin to excommunicare themſelves, before they 
have ſo much as heard what is to be ſaid in the Caſe. 
Theſe are people , who are wiſer in their own conceit 
then [even men that can rendcr a Reaſon, | have given 
you the-names of [1x already ( Nye, Owen, Tombs, Ball, 
Baxter, and Corbet) I will add a ſeventh, Dr. Thomas 
Goodwin ( one among the firſt three of the Independents) 
who in his Works lately printed in Folio on the Epheſtans 
Serm. 36, pag. 468, hath theſe words, © Whereas now 
<in ſome of the Pariſhes of this Kingdom there are ma- 
© ny godly men, that do conſtantly give themſelves up 
*to the worſhip of Gd, and meet together in'one p/ace 
*tothat end, in a conſtant way, under a godly Miniſter, 
* whom they themſelves have choſen to cleave to(though 
5 they did not chooſe him at firſt,) Theſe, notwithſtand- 
*thew mixture and want of diſcipline, I never thought 
© for my part, but that they were true. Churches of 
_ ©Chrilt, Again, pag. 483, So that I profeſs my ſelf as 
zealous in this point, as in any other I know : And for 
*my part this I ſay, and I ſay it with much iatcgrity, I 
* never took up Religion by Parties in the lufnp : I have 
*found by trial of all things, that there is ſome Truth on 
*all ſides; I have found holine(s, where you would lit- 
*tlethink it, and ſo Lkewiſe Truth : And I have lear- 
* ned this principle, which, I hope, I ſhall never lay down 
*till I am ſwallowed up in immortality, and that is, to- 
: acknowledge every good thing, and hold communion 
* with it In men, In Churches or whatſoever elſe. My Bre- 
*thren, This Rule (which [profeſs I have lived by and 
*ſhall do while 1 live) x know I ſhall never pleaſe men in : 


*For tt-i5 is the Nature and condition of all Mankind ; if 


